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Re: Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) 
New Bedford/Fall River Commuter Rail Extension Project 
EOEA # 10509 


Dear Reviewer: 


On April 30, 2002, the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) submitted 
the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the Fall River/New Bedford extension project 
to the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs. Attached is a CD ROM version of the FEIR 
for your review. The FEIR represents a significant step forward in advancing this transportation 
project. 


The FEIR lays out a clear analysis of impacts of the entire corridor. The FEIR responds 
to the certificate on the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Report (SDEIR), as well as 
the comments on the document. Since the time of the certificate, the MBTA has done extensive 
analysis of the potential natural resource impacts throughout the entire line, but with specific 
emphasis on the Hockomock Swamp and the Pine Swamp. 


Since the certificate, the MBTA performed an extensive field investigation focusing on 
the identification and tracking of state listed species. This six-month field investigation was 
performed after coordination with and under a permit from the Natural Heritage Endangered 
Species Program. This study resulted in a high level of information on the nesting, migration, 
breeding and feeding activities of the state listed species. Based on this information, the MBTA 
made substantial design changes to the project to avoid the impacts to species and to other 
natural resources. These changes are described in the FEIR, as well as in the proposed Section 
61 Findings. In addition to the impacts on the state listed species, the FEIR provides a full 
analysis of the other environmental impacts, such as wetland resources, traffic, noise and 
vibration, air quality, community cohesion, and community preservation, as well as impacts on 
other environmental media. The FEIR contains an extensive proposed Section 61 Agreement, 
which proposes specific mitigation for these impacts. 


The MBTA began this environmental review by looking at 19 alternatives, many of them 
are variations of the 3 basic rail options. The SDEIR focused on a comparison of these 
alternatives. In the certificate on the SDEIR, the Secretary of Environmental Affairs wrote “For 
the SDEIR, the MBTA conducted an operational analysis of five alternatives: Attleboro, 
Attleboro/North Easton, Stoughton, Middleborough, and enhanced bus service. It has concluded 
that only the Stoughton alternative is practicable. In particular, the MBTA finds that the 
Attleboro alternative is no longer practicable, based upon capacity constraints caused by the 
expansion of Amtrak high-speed rail service in the Boston-New York corridor. Based on review 
of the SDEIR analysis, I agree with that assessment for the purposes of MEPA review. 

Therefore, the FEIR does not have to provide additional analysis of any alternative other than 
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the Stoughton alternative.” As a result, this FEIR focuses on the impacts and mitigation of the 
preferred alternative, the Stoughton alternative, and does not have any substantive further _ 
examination of alternatives, since your certificate stated that no further analysis was necessary. 


As part of the FEIR, the MBTA examined two basic alternatives for the Hockamock Swamp. One 
alternative was the at-grade alternative, while the second was a trestle which would span the major 
section of the Swamp for a 2.25 mile stretch. While the trestle did avoid certain impacts, the MBTA 
has determined that the impacts were relatively minor and did not warrant the $50 million 
incremental cost that would result from the trestle. The MBTA believes that the at grade alternative 
will adequately and properly address the concerns of the regulatory agencies. The MBTA looks 
forward to a review of this, and other issues in the FEIR. 


The MBTA is interested in seeing this document go through an extensive and exhaustive public 
review. Given the size and complexity of the project and the FEIR, we believe this FEIR 
warrants a longer comment period. As such, we requested a 65-day comment period, as opposed 
to the standard 30-day review period. 


If you are interested in commenting on the document, comments should be directed to: 


Secretary Robert Durand 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs 
Attention: MEPA Unit 
Re: EOEA # 10509 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Comments should be received by MEPA by July 8, 2002. All comments to MEPA must include 
the EOEA file number for the project. Comments that do not refer to the EOEA file number 
may not be considered. 

If you have any questions regarding this document, please contact me at 617-222-3126 or at 


abrennan@mbta.com 


Sincerely, 








i Bie som 


Andrew D. Brennan 
Director of Environmental Affairs 
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